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Presentation Overview

• School Construction Program History

• Necessity Application Process

• Foundational School Housing Aid (Funding) 

• Statewide Construction Bond & Update

• Q&A
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RI School Construction Program

1960 – 2006: Local Education Agencies (LEAs/Districts/Charters) finance 100% of a project and 

once the project is complete, receive the state’s share of the project costs in the form of school 

“Housing Aid” through annual reimbursement payments.

2007: General Assembly mandated that RIDE revise its review process and develop school 

construction regulations and the introduction of a new “Necessity of School Construction Application 

Process” by which LEAs could receive approval and state funding. 

2011-2015: The General Assembly imposed a school construction moratorium and only emergency 

health & safety projects were approved. 

- RIDE Schoolhouse Report Released

2015 - 2017: School construction moratorium lifted! Creation of the School Building Authority (SBA), 

the SBA Advisory Board and the SBA Capital Fund. 

- Statewide Assessment Released

2018: $250M statewide school construction bond passed by voters and significant legislative 

changes to the program. 



306 Public School Campuses
(multiple buildings & types may be in on one campus)

177 Elementary Schools

6 Pre-K  Campuses

5 K-8 Campuses

4 k-12 Campuses

50 Middle Schools

4 Middle/High Schools

60 High Schools

24.1 Million  square feet
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School Construction Bond Update 
Upfront Funding (PAY-GO)

October 2019

10

• $95,388,560 of the $250M has been offered 

to 36 LEAs

• LEAs have two years to spend funding

• $10.5M has been spent to date and we have 

another $5M anticipated in invoices this month. 



School Construction Bond Update 
Incentives (Bonuses)

October 2019
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FY20 incentive highlights

• North Providence: 

• (4) Bonuses awarded resulting in a 76.37% reimbursement 

and equating to an additional $21.4M in state aid

• Barrington:

• (2) Bonuses awarded resulting in a 45% reimbursement and 

equating to an additional $7.7M in state aid

• RISE Prep:

• (2) Bonuses awarded resulting in a 40% reimbursement and 

equating to an additional $410K in state aid



Barrington Middle School 
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North Providence Elementary School 
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Literacy Innovation Center



North Providence Elementary School 
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RISE Prep Mayoral Academy 
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Contact:
Christine.LopesMetcalfe@ride.ri.gov

401-222-4684
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